
The Reality of Cyber- Attacks

of the UK’s top 100 law 
firms were the target 

of cyber-attacks in the 
last two years

73%

of law firms targeted 
didn’t have an effective 
response plan in place

65%

was lost from firms due 
to these attacks

£85m

Law firms must ensure they have an effective cyber-security plan in place to reduce the dangers of an 
attack and protect the sensitive information of their company, employers and customers.
These 5 steps are relatively easy to set up, but will transform and strengthen your firm’s cyber-security:

Hackers can use improved technology to crack passwords which is why it is 
essential for law firms to make sure their employees use passwords that are 
longer, use more diverse characters, and are changed regularly. In some cases, 
passwords can even be found on notes sitting on employee desks or stuck 
to monitors. All can contribute to hackers easily gaining access to private 
systems, so make sure you train employees to be cautious and keep their 
passwords protected.

Secure Passwords

The final step to keep your business secure is to plan a recovery strategy 
should a cyber-incident take place. Know who to notify if an attack occurs, 
as well as what steps to take to protect your data and to determine who 
compromised the system. You must then make sure that stronger security 
protocols are applied to your business and all employees are trained in 
protecting credentials. Having a plan in place will minimize damage and 
mitigate losses if any future incidents occur.

Develop a Recovery Process

Make sure you train your staff to understand the potential threats they can 
face and how to prevent or detect them. Develop a culture of awareness first 
and then train about specific methods.

Train Staff   

Although it’s an essential and basic step, it’s surprising to know that many 
businesses do not utilise antivirus software. Antivirus programmes are 
essential to keep your systems secure and also keep logs and record of 
attempted intrusions.

Install Anti-Virus Software

New threats are being developed constantly. Hackers can write programs 
specifically designed to make it through certain digital defences.  
Installing updates protects an operating system from vulnerabilities and 
provides extra protection.

Update Systems
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The Common Types of Cyber- Attacks 

5 Simple Cyber Security Measures

of legal cyber-attacks which took place last year were email phishing  
attacks to try and gain access to client money84%

As one of the most common threats, phishing is an attempt to obtain sensitive information by 
masquerading as a trustworthy source via email.

Phishing

of law firms that suffered a security incident were victim to an internal breach41%

Spear-fishing is an internal fraud threat, which involves targeting a specific organisation and 
pretending to be from an individual or business well known by that organisation.

Spear-Phishing

of law firms had been victims of attacks with viruses or other malware last year55%

Malware is software created by a hacker, specifically designed to disrupt, damage, or gain 
authorised access to a computer system.

Malware

How Secure is Your Firm?
Law firms are increasingly and repeatedly being the targets 

of cyber-attacks. There is one simple reason for this, due 
to the vast amounts of money, information and client data 

they retain. Yet, most don’t have adequate cyber-security to 
protect their assets or protocols in place to mitigate losses.


